THE FIRST JAGIELLO

ened the central government of die country, menacing
and undermining not only the monarchy but the great
lay and ecclesiastic leaders and princes. The crowning
triumph of the nobility was secured in 1422, at Czer-
winsk, on the eve of battle with the Teutonic Knights.
Here Jagiello conceded to the nobles the eagerly sought
protection of hereditary possessions from confiscation
without previous judicial trial. Further, he renounced
the royd prerogative of issuing new money without the
consent of the prelates and princes; and pledged himself
to maintain the laws instituted by Casimir the Great. In
1430, as the price of the nobles' acceptance of Jagicllo's
son Wladislaw as his successor, a charter was granted at
Yeolno and confirmed at Cracow in 1433 warranting
the liberty and inviolability of the individual (Neminem
captivabimus nisi jure victum). These concessions, recog-
nizing for the first time in Polish history the security of
person and property alike, became the most precious
prerogatives of die Polish nobility.
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